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Norman H. Bangerter

governor £ 366 West North Templ
Dee C. Hansen estNorth Temple

Executive Direstor 3 Triad Center, Suite 350
Dianne R. Nielson, Ph.D. Salt Lake City, Utah 84180-1203

Division Director 801-538-5340
September 7, 1990
TO: File
FROM: Anthony A. Gallegos, Reclamation Engineer dﬂ%
RE: Site Visit, Vernal Phosphate Operations, Chevron Chemical, M/047/007,

Uintah County, Utah

On August 17, 1990, Holland Shepherd and myself of the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining and Dave Plume of the Bureau of Land Management, visited the
Chevron mine site. Gene Schamber and Mary Lozano conducted our tour of the operation.

After visiting the engineering office for an overview of the operation we then
visited the 'D’ Pit which was currently being worked. This pit is near the public highway
and requires a road block during blasting because of the flyrock. We visited several areas
which Chevron has reclaimed and some revegetation test plots. We viewed the
disturbances at Hole In The Wall Canyon and Big Brush Creek, which were done before
Chevron acquired the property. Both of these canyons have areas of mine waste piled to
the canyon rim, although Chevron’s practice is to leave a 200 foot buffer zone between the
canyon rim and any waste pile. During our visit, a bulldozer was pushing topsoil up the
2.5:1 slope of the tailings dam and tailings were being run through a cyclone to recover
the fines for use in raising the dam.

Photographs were taken at several of the tour stops. The last stop was a visit
to Camp Canyon which was last mined by Stauffer in 1980 and reclaimed by Chevron.
Lunch was provided at the main office by Chevron.

Reclamation efforts and results achieved by Chevron were impressive. The
practice of concurrent reclamation is one reason for their reclamation success. Our visit
brought several questions to light regarding the final reclamation of the tailings pond and
dam which has an inherent leak problem. A letter was sent to Chevron to document our
visit and present our concerns for final reclamation of the tailings impoundment.

jb
MNMO047007.2

an equal opportunity employer






X £
D FIT - cuprenr worise. Aps

W UFTEE F1GHr oF 15 FRAME

M \ o x\bﬁ 7 o ~( ¥~ a0

— NoTE  COWSTRUCHOY J0 BHSE THE TAILINS
LA @V wWE AR EaGiT



Ob-1A/- 5
209/t ol
tHIsHY e,

S A VsZy RN 9,




QMV.... M.\\ %

£00/th0/W
L5 7744 N\
sAH05AY MoANIH )










sid 414y,
QAWM AY
>.£s$ SN

637UN05AY NOUARH)
2L4RdOH{  TWNBAN










e

LY
J
v




